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REGIONAL ARTS CENTRES — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS FUNDING 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Pilbara — Minister for Regional Development) [12.02 pm]: I rise today to update the 
house on the Liberal–National government’s commitment to regional arts centres. Cultural and arts programs 
and events form a vital part of the social fabric in regional communities, promoting a sense of wellbeing and 
identity. That is why, in last week’s budget, the Liberal–National government announced royalties for regions 
funding to support arts and culture programs across regional WA. The regional art centre sustainability initiative 
will provide $24 million to regional arts centres and groups across the state. The funding delivers on the election 
commitment to provide increased support to regional arts centres, acknowledging the contribution they make to 
their communities and ensuring they can continue to attract high-quality acts and exhibitions to regional WA. 

Country Arts WA has proclaimed the Liberal–National government’s investment of $24 million into regional 
arts centres as “a historic moment that will have far-reaching impacts on the state well into the future.” 
Aboriginal art centres have an important role to play in documenting the culture and heritage of Indigenous 
groups across the state. This funding may also be used to build the capacity of these art centres and 
organisations, supporting the creation of art and craft and helping maintain connections to culture across 
generations. As the Liberal–National government delivers on this commitment, we will continue to consult with 
peak organisations such as Country Arts WA to create a framework for the rollout of the funding. In addition to 
the $24 million for regional arts centres, as part of the Goldfields–Esperance revitalisation, $6.2 million will be 
provided to the Goldfields Arts Centre over the next four years to assist upgrading the centre and operational 
costs. We also aim to help bring touring artists and performers to regional areas, extend existing regional arts 
programs and support music programs throughout the state.  

The Liberal–National government has also committed $900 000 over the next three years to boost the 
performing arts regional tours. This funding helps performing arts companies tour the regions and will bring 
world-class acts to regional WA. Royalties for regions funding will continue to be invested in the regional events 
program. It supports local regional events, many of which have an arts and culture focus. These events attract 
national and international attention and provide a great way for regions to appeal to visitors by showcasing the 
unique aspects of their local area. Regional events also increase the number of visitors to regional areas, which 
provides a boost for local businesses and the regional economy. The Liberal–National government is proud to 
deliver this contribution to regional arts as it will continue to enrich the cultural activities of our state. 
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